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The following officers were appointed at 
the January 23, 2006 meeting: 
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  Jesse Joseph Peuramaki  

Born October 24,2005 

Son of Therese and Stephen 

Therese and Stephen are enjoying their 
new addition immensely and Jesse is 

acclimatizing to the   Northern winter 
very well. (such as it has been) 

 

Jesse’s first official outing with the 
Kennebecasis Naturalist Club was the 

Christmas Bird Count 2005. 

As you can see– things seem to have been 
quiet! 
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Snowshoe walk to Ice cave Midland 
February 4 . The Outdoor Enthusiasts 
of Saint John are also doing an outing to 
the Midland Ice Cave. After the walk 
they have a supper in Mama George’s 
restaurant. May be nice to do this 
together. 

Cross-country ski trip Waiting for snow!! 
February  

Owl prowl Piccadilly area Full moon 
March 14 

Woodcock Wander, Millstream, March   
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Do you have House Finches or 
American Goldfinches at your 

feeders ? �����������
�

Then sign up for the House Finch 
Disease Survey ! 
 
The House Finch Disease Survey is 
an unprecedented opportunity for 
you to help researchers track the 
spread of an infectious disease in a 
wildlife population.  
 
The survey is easy to do: 
participants record the visits of 
House Finches and American 
Goldfinches at their feeders and the 
occurrence of diseased birds, and 
then send their data to the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology.  In doing so, they 
help scientists document the 
occurrence and spread of 
mycoplasmal conjunctivitis in the 
United States and Canada (view 
map showing the prevalence of the 
disease since it was first observed).  
 
Your observations are needed so 
that we may better understand this 
avian disease. 
 
������������������������
�
�

�
�

�
Recognizing Conjunctivitis 

Birds with avian conjunctivitis  often 
have red, swollen, watery, or crusty 
eyes; in extreme cases the eyes are so 
swollen or crusted over that the birds 
are virtually blind.    

Recognizing Avian Pox 
Avian pox  is another disease that 
affects House Finches.  This disease 
is characterized by wart-like growths 
on the featherless areas of the body 
such as around the eye, the base of 
the beak, and on the legs and feet.  
Avian pox can be mistaken for 
conjunctivitis when the eyes are 
affected. "Growths" on the eye are 
typically from avian pox.  
.Seen a sick bird and want to 
report it? Join the House Finch 
Disease Survey.  We can only 
officially take reports of disease from 
participants who submit data to us on a 
semi-regular basis via the House Finch 
Disease Survey.  This is a precaution to 
ensure that we accurately report 
disease prevalence (proportion of 
infected birds in the population).  If we 
take single reports of infection, then it 
appears that 100% of birds at that 
location are infected.  
To participate to the House Finch 
Disease Survey, fill out the form below 
and click on the "Submit" button. You 
may also print and mail this form to the 
address below.  Each participant must 
have an ID number for our database. If 
you are a Lab member or project 
participant, your existing ID number will 
be used; if not, one will be assigned to 
you and sent with your House Finch 
Disease Survey materials. Participation 
is free.   
House Finch Disease Survey 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
159 Sapsucker Woods Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850  
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The NB Federation of Naturalists 
(NBFN) was founded in 1972; "to 
encourage a better understanding of the 
natural environment and to awaken 
concern for our province's natural 
heritage". The NBFN has been a major 
proponent of natural areas in New 
Brunswick for over 30 years.  The 
organization is presently comprised of 13 
naturalist clubs and hundreds of members 
across the province. 
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Gart Bishop  of the KNS has been 
appointed by Natural Resources 
Minister Keith Ashfield to the New 
Brunswick Wildlife Council. 
Candidates are chosen based on 
their knowledge, experience and 
volunteer work with conservation 
groups. 
            The New Brunswick Wildlife 
Council was established in 1997 and 
is responsible for the distribution of 
moneys for the New Brunswick Trust 
Fund. Close to $8 million has been 
contributed to over 600 projects. 
            Congratulations to Gart on a 
deserving appointment. 
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Count Birds With a Buddy!  
February’s Great Backyard Bird Count 

Encourages First-Timers 
 

New York, NY & Ithaca, NY, January, 2006—The 

Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) returns for 

its ninth season February 17-20, 2006. The 

National Audubon Society and the Cornell 

Laboratory of Ornithology encourage everyone to 

COUNT BIRDS WITH A BUDDY! Bird 

enthusiasts of all ages can share their love of birds 

with a friend, a child, a scout troop, a class, or a 

co-worker—opening new eyes to the joy of 

birding and the fun of creating a unique snapshot 

of winter bird abundance and distribution across 

the continent. Every pair of eyes is needed and 

everybirdy counts, whether in a backyard, on a 

high-rise balcony, in a park, or on any of the 730 

million acres of public lands.  

In 2005, participants sent in more than 

52,000 checklists, with a record-breaking 613 

species and more than 6 million birds counted. 

These millions of sightings generate what would 

be impossible otherwise—continent-wide 

information about where the birds are and how 

their numbers compare with those of previous 

years. Anyone with Internet access can see the 

results in maps and charts as the sightings pour in.

  

 “The level of energy created each 

February by Great Backyard Bird counters is 

phenomenal,” said Dr. Paul Green, director of 

Citizen Science for Audubon. “What always 

amazes me are the new discoveries made by 

people across North America. Some bird 

watchers even send digital photos to back up 

their reports. Last year participants sent in more 

than 1,000 photos and many are now part of the 

GBBC web site gallery.” 

  For nearly a decade, the GBBC has 

kept tabs on the ever-changing patterns of birds 

in winter. How far north will American Robins 

be reported this year? Will Sandhill Cranes 

migrate early or late? Introduced Eurasian 

Collared-Doves have been turning up in new 

states—where will they be this year? Native 

Red-bellied Woodpeckers have been spreading 

to the northeast—will the trend continue? 

Scientists also want more information on 

declining species, such as Rusty Blackbirds and 

Painted Buntings. While these species are 

suffering due to the continued destruction of 

their preferred habitats, other factors, such as 

mercury accumulation in Rusty Blackbirds, and 

removal of Painted Buntings for the illegal cage 

bird industry, may make a bad situation worse.  

 “This project has become a major source 

of scientific information about North American 

bird populations,” said Dr. John Fitzpatrick, 

director of the Cornell Laboratory of 

Ornithology. “It is a classic example of the vital 

role citizens and the Internet now play in 

understanding our planet.” 

In 2006, for the first time, the Lab of 

Ornithology and Audubon are launching an 

element of friendly competition. Awards will be 

given to localities that submit the most 

checklists, record the greatest number species, or 

count the highest number of birds. (Last year’s 

top numbers: 433 checklists from Gautier, 

Mississippi, 169 species from Corpus Christi, 

Texas, and 291,246 birds from Squaw Creek 

National Wildlife Refuge, Missouri.) A photo 

contest will also be held based on bird pictures 
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taken during the event and submitted for posting 

on the GBBC gallery. Winners will be 

announced after all the data from the event have 

been submitted. 

Everyone can participate, from beginning 

bird watchers to seasoned experts. During the 

count, bird watchers tally up birds for as little as 

15 minutes, or for as long as they like, keeping 

track of the highest number of each bird species 

they see together at one time. People are 

encouraged to report birds from public lands and 

local parks, as well as from their backyards. 

Participants enter their numbers online at 

www.birdsource.org/gbbc and can explore 

sightings maps, lists, and charts as the count 

progresses. 

Year-round, anyone can view results 

from past counts and learn how to participate by 

visiting www.birdsource.org/gbbc. There is no 

fee or registration for the event, which is 

sponsored by Wild Birds Unlimited. For more 

information, contact the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology at cornellbirds@cornell.edu or (800) 

843-2473 if in the United States; (607) 254-2473 

if calling internationally; or contact Audubon at 

citizenscience@audubon.org; (215) 355-9588, 

Ext. 16.  

Media note: For photos, local contacts, 

and background information, call Miyoko Chu at 

(607) 254-2451.  
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Audubon is celebrating its centennial year of 
protecting birds and other wildlife and the habitat 

that supports them. Its national network of 
community-based nature centers and chapters, 

scientific and educational programs, and 
advocacy on behalf of areas sustaining important 
bird populations, engage millions of people of all 
ages and backgrounds in positive conservation 

experiences. 
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We encourage you to keep in 
touch and even visit our 
neighboring clubs.  

The Moncton Naturalist  Club  

http://www.monctonnaturalistsclub.org/ 

meets the third Tuesday each month, 
(except for July and August), at 7 p.m. 
at the Church of the Nazarene on 21 

Fieldcrest Drive. 

Going west on Mountain Road take the first 
right past Lounsbury's store onto Upland 
Street and take the first left onto Fieldcrest 
Drive.  The church is on your immediate 
right.)  Click HERE for map. 

All are welcome, members - non-members.  �

(Our Info Telephone Line is: 506-384-6397) 
"A frequently updated recorded message" �

P.O. Box 28036�
440 St. George Street 

Moncton, NB   
E1C 9N4 

 
email 

MNC@monctonnaturalistsclub.org 


